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Osteogenous Sarcoma in Children. 

In the Jahrbuch fur Kinderheilkunde, Band xii., W. Ost relates some eases 
of sarcoma of bone which he has observed in children. The subject of the first 
case was a girl aged 9, who had a round-celled and spindle-celled periosteal sar¬ 
coma involving the lower and middle thirds of the left femur. The second case 
was also one of periosteal tumour as large as a child’s head, involving the upper 
tibial epiphysis of a boy aged 6f. In neither case could any cause be ascertained. 
In the third case, one of sarcoma of the nasal hones and upper jaw, the origin of 
the tumour was attributed to a blow with a hammer, which the patient, a child 
four years old, had received a month before the time when the tumour, then the 
size of a walnut, was first recognized. Extirpation of the tumour was followed 
by obstinate returns, and the child died of general infection. To these cases, 
Ost adds forty others of which he has found records. Of thirty-two cases of 
periosteal tumour, the bones of the skull were affected in eight cases, the jaws in 
ten, the clavicle in one, the humerus in two, the metacarpus in one, the spinal 
column in one, the pelvic bones in two, the femur in four, the tibia in two, the 
fibula in one.— British Medical Journal, Nov. 9, 1878. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY AND OTOLOGY. 

Ergotine in Acute Ophthalmia. 

Dr. Planat, of Nice, has found ( Journ. de Therap., Oct. 25) ergotine act 
with efficacy and promptitude in proportion as oculo-palpebral phlegmasire are 
simply inflammatory. In blepharo-conjunctivitis the improvement is first ob¬ 
served in the conjunctiva ; and in keratitis, although still very active, it is a de¬ 
gree less so than in the more superficial affections. It is also of great service in 
iritis, rapidly subduing the acute manifestations and preventing their extension 
to the external membranes of the eye. When these last are the seat of a chronic 
fluxion dependent on a scrofulous or dartrous diathesis, ergotine, without influenc¬ 
ing the constitutional affection, acts none the less efficiently on the inflammatory 
element—a fact of importance, as by generally preserving the eye from plastic 
deposits, corneal ulcers, and consecutive staphylomas, it allows of the treatment 
for the diathesis being more promptly put into force. The formula which Dr. 
Planat recommends is from one to one and a half gramme of ergotine in twenty 
of glycerine or rose-water, of which from eight to ten drops are to be inserted in 
the eye every two hours. Where there is violent inflammation of the eyelids or 
distension of the conjunctiva, a rag wetted in this mixture should be left on the 
parts for some hours. In general, two or three days suffice for the subdual of the 
most intense blepharo-conjunctivitis. Dr. Planat has employed the ergotine in 
this way, with invariable success, for several years past.— Med. Times and Ga¬ 
zette, Nov. 2, 1878. 


Ihe Pathology of Glaucoma. 

In a communication read at the meeting of the Italian Ophthalmological Asso¬ 
ciation in September, 1877 ( Annali di Ottalmologia, Anno vii, Fasc. I), Pro¬ 
fessor Del Monte described the appearances found in a glaucomatous right eve 
which he had removed from a lady aged 65. She had undergone iridectomy in 
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the left eye on account of commencing glaucoma, and the right eye was removed 
in consequence of the persistence of pain in it. 

A microscopic examination made after the two halves of the eye had been pre¬ 
served twenty days in alcohol, presented the following appearances. The ciliary 
processes were very small, their tissue having a fibrous aspect, with scattered 
cellular elements ; and above their pigment the ciliary portion of the retina was 
observed to be adherent. The ciliary muscle was very slender; there was no 
trace of the canal of Schlemm, and the iris was adherent for a considerable extent 
to the inner surface of the cornea. On the anterior surface of the iris a small 
streak of newly-formed connective tissue was observed. The author called atten¬ 
tion to a layer of connective tissue interposed between the epithelium and Bow¬ 
man’s membrane; the latter had disappeared from part of the periphery of the 
cornea, leaving only the connective tissue. The author believed that he was the 
first to observe this change; if it had not been described by others, it was pro¬ 
bably because the attention of ophthalmologists had been principally directed 
towards the intra-ocular extremity of the optic nerve, the retina, and the ciliary 
processes. 

Dr. Del Monte reviewed the opinions held as to the pathology of glaucoma, 
and expressed his belief that the increase of intra-ocular pressure is not due to 
accumulation of aqueous humour or of fluids which should escape from the eye; 
since clinical experience proves that the occlusion of the channels of diffusion 
proceeds pari passu with a diminution in the production of the fluids. The slow 
reformation of the anterior chamber after iridectomy, especially in chronic glau¬ 
coma, sufficiently proved this. 

From an anatomo-pathological point of view, the author said, it is demon¬ 
strated that in glaucoma there is a slow process of sclerosis of the anterior uveal 
tract and of the cornea; and this can only be the result of stasis, as in analogous 
lesions of other parts of the body. The author believed that the stasis, which is 
the primary condition of glaucoma, is in the lymphatics rather than in the blood¬ 
vessels ; since, in cases of vaso-motor paralysis in which there is retarded circu¬ 
lation, the intra-ocular pressure is diminished rather than increased — Land. Med. 
Record , Oct. 15, 1878. 


MIDWIFERY AND GYNAECOLOGY. 

On Indefinitely Prolonged Uterine Pregnancy. 

In an inaugural thesis of much merit, Dr. Muller, of Nancy, discusses the 
question whether the retention of the embryo in the uterus far beyond the period 
of pregnancy is possible ; in other words, whether the cases of so-called ‘ ‘ missed 
labour’ ’ have a claim to be believed. He has collected all the known cases in 
literature, and has subjected them to a critical examination; and the result at 
which he arrives is, that not a single case of so-called uterine retention of the 
foetus is to be regarded as such, but is to be explained in some other way, and 
that most of these cases are instances of extra-uterine pregnancy. In previous 
centuries, many cases of retention of the embryo in the uterus have been de¬ 
scribed. Where sufficient descriptions have been given, the author has found it 
easy to explain the cases by extra-uterine pregnancy. When the fact that the 
embryo was capable of development outside the uterus became known to obste¬ 
tricians, the number of cases of retention of the embryo in the uterus remarkably 



